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DATE:  March 23, 2021 
 
TO:  Chief Executive Officers 

Regional Presidents 
Head of Assisted Living 
Heads of Home Health 
Heads of Long Term Care 
Head of PACE 
Head of Pediatric Day Care 
Chief Operating Officers 
Chief Medical Officers 
Chief Nursing Officers 
Directors of Infection Control/Infection Control Practitioners 
Emergency Preparedness Contacts 
Heads of Human Resources 
Legal Counsel 
Heads of Public Relations 

 
FROM: Cathleen Bennett, President and CEO 
 
RE:  Coronavirus Update No. 231 
 
Daily Numbers: The daily data show that the total number of COVID-19 cases in New Jersey 
now stands at 770,980 after 3,429 more individuals were confirmed to have the virus in the last 24 
hours. There is now a reported total of 21,727 COVID-19 fatalities, 28 more than yesterday. As of 
10 p.m. yesterday, 2,066 residents are hospitalized, with 433 of these individuals requiring 
intensive care and 234 on ventilators. The rate of transmission is 1.09. 
 
NJDOH Update on Quarantine for Vaccinated Individuals: NJDOH issued updated quarantine 
guidance today to address those who have been fully vaccinated against COVID-19. For those 
individuals, the updated directive states that they are not required to quarantine after having close 
contact with someone with COVID-19, as long as they remain asymptomatic. The directive does, 
however, set some exceptions in congregate care settings. 
 
See the full guidance for details regarding residents and staff in high-risk congregate care settings. 
The document also addresses quarantine issues related to community settings, organized activities 
and travel. There is no change to NJDOH’s recommended timeframes for how long people should 
quarantine when quarantine is indicated. 
 
 

https://www.state.nj.us/health/cd/documents/topics/NCOV/COVID_updated_quarantine_timeframes.pdf
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Nursing Home Bills Advance: The Senate Budget Committee yesterday approved two bills 
concerning nursing homes. The first bill, authored by Senate President Steve Sweeney and Sen.  
Joe Vitale (D-Woodbridge), would require DOH to assess infection control and prevention policies 
and develop a statewide plan to improve existing systems. The second measure, also sponsored by 
Sweeney and Vitale, would require DOH to develop infectious disease instructional programs for 
nurses who work in long-term care facilities. Both bills rely on recommendations of the Mannatt 
report issued last May, as well as the input of stakeholders. The legislation requires essential 
standards including: 

• A count of the total number of single-resident rooms in nursing homes, the percentage of 
beds that are utilized in single-resident rooms and a review of the ability of nursing homes 
to expand single room capacity 

• A survey of the maintenance status of heating, ventilating, air conditioning and 
refrigeration systems in nursing homes 

• A study of the features intended to increase infection control and prevention capability 

• Infrastructure-related considerations recommended by the New Jersey Task Force on 
Long-Term Care Quality and Safety.   

 
DOH would be required to consult with the nursing home industry, both for-profit and non-profit 
facilities, groups representing direct care providers, as well as support staff in nursing homes, 
resident advocates and the families of residents. 
 
The companion bill would have DOH:  
 

• Work with the Association for Professionals in Infection Control and Epidemiology to 
develop an infection prevention course specifically designed for registered nurses, licensed 
practical nurses and certified nurse aides employed in long-term care facilities 

• Review the nursing curriculum to develop methods to encourage nurses to enroll in post-
acute care residency programs and to determine if the curriculum should be modified to 
better prepare them to work in the field 

• Assess the certification curriculum for certified nurse aides and work with the long-term 
care industry to develop a pilot program with standards for their professional advancement. 

 
PASRR Guidance: The N.J. Department of Human Services, Division of Aging Services (DoAS), 
has updated COVID guidance related to hospitals, nursing facilities, special care nursing facilities 
and assisted living facilities. In accordance with CMS requirements, PASRR Level I and as 
applicable, Level II and Resident Review is now required within 30 days of admission to a 
NF/SCNF. PASRR requirements continue to be waived prior to facility admission.  
 
Questions about PASRR may be directed to the Division of Aging Services, Division of 
Developmental Disabilities, and the Division of Medical Assistance and Health Services. Contact 
information for PASRR is available at the Division of Aging Services webpage.   
 
AstraZeneca Data Questions: Federal regulators expressed concern today about data used to 
review the safety and efficacy of the AstraZeneca vaccine. In a statement posted to the NIH 

https://www.njleg.state.nj.us/2020/Bills/S3500/3032_I1.PDF
https://www.njleg.state.nj.us/2020/Bills/S3500/3031_R1.PDF
https://www.nj.gov/humanservices/library/slides/DoAS%20COVID19%20Clinical%20Eligibility%20and%20PASRR%20Communication%20for%20LTC%20Providers%203.22.21%20v2.pdf
https://www.nj.gov/humanservices/doas/services/pasrr/index.html
https://www.nj.gov/humanservices/doas/services/pasrr/index.html
https://www.nih.gov/news-events/news-releases/niaid-statement-astrazeneca-vaccine


Coronavirus Update No. 231 (cont.) 
March 23, 2021 
Page 3 
 
 
website, the Data and Safety Monitoring Board (DSMB) stated that it had notified NIAID, 
BARDA and AstraZeneca that it was concerned that AstraZeneca may have included outdated 
information from its clinical trial, which may have provided an incomplete view of the efficacy 
data. The DSMB urged the company to work with the Board to review the efficacy data and ensure 
the most accurate, up-to-date efficacy data be made public as quickly as possible. 

The company stated today that its data released yesterday was part of an interim analysis and would 
provide DSMB with updated information within 48 hours. AstraZeneca has not yet formally 
requested emergency use authorization but is expected to be the fourth manufacturer to seek that 
designation from the FDA in the coming weeks. 

Department of Education COVID-19 Initiatives: The U.S. Department of Education will 
convene a virtual National Safe School Reopening Summit tomorrow, March 24, to share best 
practices and discuss successful prevention and reopening strategies. The Summit will offer a 
forum for researchers and practitioners to discuss strategies for addressing the social, emotional 
and academic needs of students as many schools across the country continue their work to safely 
reopen. The agenda and registration information can be found at here. 
 
Additionally, the Department is launching the "Safer Schools and Campuses Best Practices 
Clearinghouse" starting with a "Lessons from the Field" webinar series. The Clearinghouse will 
highlight best practices that can help schools identify opportunities to best utilize American Rescue 
Plan funds to meet their needs. The Clearinghouse's "Lessons from the Field" webinar series will 
begin on March 31. The Department welcomes lessons learned from the field for consideration, 
including those with an educational equity focus. Submissions should be sent to 
Bestpracticesclearinghouse@ed.gov. Visit the Best Practices Clearinghouse for more information. 
 
COVID-19 Testing Toolkit Webinar Series: On March 24 at 11 a.m., the Johns Hopkins Center 
for Health Security will launch its new informational webinar series on COVID-19 testing 
strategies and best practices from selected organizational leaders. This webinar series will be 
hosted as part of the center’s new COVID-19 Testing Toolkit, which aims to provide essential 
information for organizations seeking to engage in COVID-19 testing. The panelists will discuss 
the importance of testing to ensure safe school re-openings, as well as the role of biotechnology to 
counter future outbreaks and pandemics. Register here. 
 
Nationalizing Public Health Emergency Legal Responses Brief: A new brief prepared by the 
Arizona State University - Sandra Day O'Connor College of Law focuses on responsibility during 
a national emergency. In the backdrop of federalism debates dominating COVID-19 response 
efforts, a new paradigm of federal public health emergency powers and responsibilities is 
emerging. The fight for public health primacy in emergency preparedness and response centers on 
which level of government—federal or state—should “call the shots” during national emergencies. 
The brief explores pros and cons to each approach, as well as where legal experts predict we will 
head as a nation. 
 
COVID Activity by Region: Following is the latest COVID-19 activity across New Jersey 
counties and regions: 
 
 
 

https://www.nih.gov/news-events/news-releases/niaid-statement-astrazeneca-vaccine
https://www.astrazeneca.com/content/astraz/media-centre/press-releases/2021/astrazeneca-us-vaccine-trial-met-primary-endpoint.html
https://web.cvent.com/event/8da3e1c7-f15c-4979-b2e9-f0490a589714/websitePage:645d57e4-75eb-4769-b2c0-f201a0bfc6ce
mailto:Bestpracticesclearinghouse@ed.gov
https://bestpracticesclearinghouse.ed.gov/
https://jh.zoom.us/webinar/register/WN_PsaCGJdVRLiPve1sfu6Isw
https://papers.ssrn.com/sol3/papers.cfm?abstract_id=3806811


Coronavirus Update No. 231 (cont.) 
March 23, 2021 
Page 4 
 
 
 

 

 
NJHA Resources and Support: As a reminder, NJHA’s Emergency Preparedness team is 
available 24/7 to assist providers at 800-457-2262 or epalert@njha.com. In addition, the state’s 
hotline number is 800-962-1253. Official guidance and other resources are available online from: 
 

• CDC https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/index.html 
• NJDOH https://www.nj.gov/health/cd/topics/ncov.shtml 
• NJHA http://www.njha.com/coronavirus 

 
 

mailto:epalert@njha.com
https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/index.html
https://www.nj.gov/health/cd/topics/ncov.shtml
http://www.njha.com/coronavirus

